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Whatl Is Origami?

Children in Japan learn the art of paper folding
when they are very young. In Japanese, “ori”
means folding and "kami” means paper.
Japanese people have enjoyed origami for
hundreds of years. Today people all over the
world practice origami. Origomi uses a special
language of symbols. Once you learn the
symbols of origami, you can read an origami
book from any country in the world.

All of the origami in this book is folded from

B squareshaped paper. Most origami paper only
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has color en one side, but you do not need to buy
special “origami” paper. You can make origami
using candy wrappers, colorful notepapers, or old
magazines. Make sure that the paper is square
and is the right size for your project. When you
start a project, make sure the poper faces the way
the instructions suggest.

Some wonderful origami projects use more than
one sheel of paper. These projects are like

puzzles. There are several of these designs in




this book. By combining several simple folded
shapes, you can create many kinds of decorations.
The key on page 22 will help you make your
origami projects. It also will help explain

some of the terms such as mountain

fold and valley fold that are used

throughout the book.
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Christmas Tree

Did you know that the tradition of the Christmas

W free s only about 500 years old? The Origami

Holiday Tree is even newer. The first public display
of an erigami-decorated tree in the United States
was at the American Museum of Natural History,
in New York City, almost 30 years ago. The
creation of this tree was the idea of Alice Gray, a
scientist at the museum who loved origami. VWith
b the help of another important
&\ poper folder named

¥8  \Michael Shall, the idea of
B the origami holiday tree
as an annual exhibit at
the museum became
a reality. It became
the most famous
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origami free of the Chris'mas season. It continues
lo inspire people all over the world to create their
own origami-decorated frees. Each year, people
from all over the world send origami to the i
volunteers ot OrigamiUSA for display on the i

museum'’s holiday tree. Michael Shall and Alice )
Gray are two of the founders of OrigamiUSA, an i
organization devoled o expanding the R

appreciation of origami. i
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Use a square piece of paper 10 inches | Fold the top corner down and flip the i
(25.4 cm) wide or less. IF using gift wrap or | paper over.

3 origami paper, start with the white side up. ! /B
Feld in half, corner to comer, and unfold. | ﬂ |
2 L 4 7
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Carefully fold two edges to the crease to :. You can glue this tree on a Christmas card or ‘ 4
make a kite shape. i siond it on @ fabletop by opening the back {

i flops. You also can use your Tree in the next ;

! project fo make o Christmas Angel.

: 1
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Christmas Angel
Angels played an imporiant part in the Christmas

story. An angel delivered the news fo the
shepherds about the birth of Jesus Christ. It is
by because of this that an angel sits at the very top of
many Christmas trees. If you use 1C-inch (25.4-cm)
4y poper, folding an origami Angel for the top of
q vour free will be easy.
B 1's fun to use shiny, foil gift wrap to make

4 Angels. You can fold small Angels to make
beautiful omaments for the tree. This origami Angel
B folds in half, so you also can use
it as o Christmas card.

;\ Why don't you mail
& origami Angels - )
N fo all of your et i
M friends this ke
] oo -
4!
s




Use two square pieces of paper 10 inches
(25.4 cm) wide or less. If you are using gift |
wrap or origami paper, storf with the white  } Fold down a liftle of the top corner, and then

side up. Make the Angel's wings by folding | fold down the rest of the shape. ) ﬁ/
a square of paper in hall, corner to comer,
to form a friengle.

i )
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Fold up the kottom corner just  little, Fold Fold up to moke the Angel's head.
the paper in half and then unfold.

v

Moke the Angel's body from the second piecs | pojd e Angel in half. This Angel can stand ¥
{

of paper using the Christmas Tree shape from i Hedll o veu earm ekl o loob oF nbbios
project number one. Tnsert the botom cormer = e o

and make an Angel ornament.
of the Angel's wings behind the triangle. e
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Cbhristmas Stars

The Star of Bethlehem guided the three wise
@ men fo the manger where baby Jesus was born.
B8 A large stor often is placed at the top of the
o Christmaos free fo represent the Star of Bethlehem.
| This Stor is made from more then one piece of
ik paper, allowing you to design whatever kind of
#1 Star you would like. This project calls for four
points, but you also can make a Star with five or
six points. Try making a large Star for the top of
your Christmas free.




Carsfully fold points A and B to the paper
Use four square pieces of paper 6 inches point.

[15.2 cm) wide or less. If you are using gift | w
wrap or origami paper, start with the white |
side up. Fold in half, corner to corner, and !
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Fold the top corner to the back and flip the
paper over.

unfold. AN
2 i 5 ]} ‘
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Carefully fold two edges o the creases Leave A folded. Unkold B.
to make a kite shape. ' My
3 6
/ {;
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i /4
Pesste or tape the B comer of one piece fo the  E&8
i A corner of ancther. Conltinue around until |
I

all four points are glued together and make
o Star.
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Candle Flame

In the Christian religion, Christ often is called
@ ‘e light of the world.” The candle flame is a
' symbol of Christmas beccuse it stands for hope
M ond understanding. The first Christmas trees were
decorated with real candles, but
today we do not use them
because it is too dangerous.
B Clectric lights are much safer
i because they are less likely to
cause a fire. However, you
still can add the symbol of
M the candle flame by
8 making this simple
origami Flame. Fold your
W Candle Flames from foil
;, gift wrap and they
Y will shine brightly on
‘ your free.




Use o square piece of paper 6 inches
(15.2 cm) wide or less. If you are using gift
wrap or origami paper, start with the white

Neatly fold the two short edges intc the center,

side up. Fold in half, corner to corner, and

unfold.

2 K

Caretully fold two edges to the crease i Fold up the bottom corner. Make a

to make a kite shape. i mountain fold up the middle and attach «

i loop of ribbon to make o hanging

J 5 omament.
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Christmas Stocking

The tradition of hanging up stockings for Santa
Claus to fill with treats comes from the Dutch legend
2™ of Saint Nicholas, On Christmas Eve, Dutch
™ children would leave their wooden shoes near the
M hearth for Saint Nicholas o fill. According to the
I legend, children who'd been good woke up 1o find

H freats in the shoes. Children who'd been bad woke
& up to find a lump of coal. Today we use stockings,
] not wooden shoes. If you make an origami stocking
from a large piece of gift wrap, you can fill it with
freats and give it as o gift. You also can leave it
empty on Christmas Eve for Santa fo filll

s 7 A,

Use a square piece of paper 10 inches
(25.4 cm) wide or less. If you are using gift
wrap or erigami poper, start with the colored
side up. Fold up the bottom edge.
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Turn the paper over, and rofale it from the i From the left side, fold the poper over three &
bottom to the top. ey ¢

i i
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| Fold it in half and unfold. i Fold up the bottom peint so it touches the W
i white paper. i
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Fold in the two bottom corners o make o Fold down the top half of the point fo make
point. the foot.
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Candy Cane Wrealh

Jesus Christ often is pictured as a shepherd and
@ is somelimes called “the shepherc of man.” The
& candy cane, which is the same shape os @
by shepherd's staff, stands for Jesus' staff. Also, if you
M fun o candy cane upside down, it looks like the
h letter J, the first letter in the name Jesus. To make
this candy-cane-colored Wreath, try fo use real
origami paper or gift wrap that is a solid red on
one side and white on the other. You need eight
pieces of square paper for this project. \
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' Use a square piece of paper 6 inches Fold the bottom lekt corner fo the fop corner.
| (15.2 em) wide or less. If you are using gift :
wirap or origami paper, stort with the colored

side up. Fold in half, comer to comner, to

make a friangle. i 41
2 5 i
a /
! L
i {
Fold the right side top edge down. Carefully | Now you have a finished puzzle piece.
fold so that the edges match, i Make seven more puzzle pieces by e
i repeating steps 1 through 4 seven fimes. i
E L
i -;!
| i
i 4
: 1
I. : 3
| i Fit all eight pieces snugly togsther to make a (.
Turn the paper over, left to right i wreath. Use small Wreaths fo decorate
gift cards and packages, and place o

large one in a window or on your

frant doer. R 7
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Christmas Gift Bow

W Cven with colorful wrapping paper, a package
W without a bow looks plain. This Bow is neat

88 because it stands out like a shining star. These
origami Bows have a lot of folds, but they are

N cuick and easy fo moke. You can make big Bows
i\ :

gy for big packages and small Bows for small

il packages.

By  You can use any kind of paper to make these
&

Bows, and there are always plenty of leftover gift
wrap scrops after all the presents are wrapped.

i Cut these screps info squares and make Bows to
M maich the gifts that you wrapped|

o |

Use o square piece of paper 8 inches
(20.3 cm) wide or less. If you are using gift
wrap or origami paper, start with the white
side up. Fold in half each way, corner to
corner, fo make crossing creases, Unfold.
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Fald in all faur carners ta meet in the middle.

N

Neally fold a lifle of ecch corner to make
an sight-peinied star.

Turn the paper aver.

Fald the middle corners out to open the
Bow. You should have eight points in
the middle of the Bow.
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Holiday Wreath

This fancy origami Wreath is a great Christmas
decoration fo put on your front door or window.
You also can make smaller ones to put on a table.
Using glue will help hold the biggest Wreaths
together. You can make this Wreath using one or
two colors. like the Candy Cane Wreath, this is
also like a puzzle with many pieces. You will need
10 pieces of paper to complete this project.

Use a square piece of paper 6 inches
(15.2 em| wide or less. If you are using
gift wrap or erigami paper, start with
the colored side up. Fold it in half,
bottom edge fo fop.
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[ Carefully fold down the right-side short
i edge of paper to line up with the bottom
edge. Unfold.
3

Neatly line up the C crease with the

sl

4

Turn the paper over, left fo right.

|
|
5 % .
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Fold the short, left edge down and line it '; The PEECBS Shcju'd fit together fo
up with the |ong, folded edge. | look like the picture above.

‘i Fold up the bottom carner. Now you have a
bottom edge. i finished “leal” for your Wreath,
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I MOUNTAIN FOLD

mauntain-

fold line

Ta moke o mountain fold, hold the paper
so the bottom (white) side is facing up.

Fold the top corner back (away rom
you) to meet the bottom corner,

2 VALLEY FOLD

feld line =

To make a valley fold, hold the paper so
= white side is facing up. Fold the botiom
comer up to meest the top comer.

4 TURNOVER

Origami Key

FO N

3. MOVE or PUSH

=

7 I'OLD and UNFOLD
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I Glossary '
‘ Christian [KRISchun) Somecne who follows the teachings of Jesus Christ VR

and the Bible. 4
hearth [HARTH] The floor of & fireplace or the space in front of it.
legend (LEHend| A story possed down thal many pecole believe. |
manger [MAYNAur) An open box in @ stable used to hold fead for animals. B2
staff [STAF) A stick, rod, or poe. i
symbols (SIM-bulz) Things thal stand for or represent something else. g
tradition (ub-DIH-shun) A way of daing something that is cossed down. ‘1*

volunteers [vahluhnTEERZ) People wha offer to help to do something 14

withaut pay. 0
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Web Siles

Due fo the changing neture of Internet links, PowerKids Press has
developed an online list of Web sites related fo the subject of th's book.
This site is updoted regularly. Please use this link to access the list:

v pawerkidslinks.com/kgo /maorchd /
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